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Leicestershire has always been recognised as an important centre of 
the clock and watch-making industry in the eighteenth and the earlier part of 
the nineteenth century, but it is only within very recent years that an attempt 
has been made to trace the development of a craft which played no small 
part in the economic history of the county in the years before and during 
the earlier part of the Industrial Revolution. 

The story of the provincial clockmaker forms an important chapter in 
the history of time-keeping through the ages. This paper has, therefore, 
been prefaced with a brief summary of the story of time-keeping, so that 
the part played by the Leicestershire craftsmen from 1600 to 1890 can be 
more easily understood. 

From the very earliest days of civilisation, man has been aware of the 
need for recording the passage of time. First of all he noted the position 
of the sun in the heavens and the length or position of the shadows it cast 
in relation to certain markings on the ground. 

The "T" shaped "shadow-dock", used by the ancient Egyptians, and 
the sundial, also used in Egypt, in Greece, and in the Roman Empire, are 
developments in the evolution of time-keeping. In this country sun
dials were used in Saxon times and perhaps earlier. The purpose of the 
crude "scratch dials" on many medieval parish churches has never l:,een 
decided with certainty, but presumably they were intended to give some 
idea of the passage of time. Sundials were set up in public places and 
were relied upon as time-keepers at least down to the seventeenth century, 
when those fortunate enough to possess watches-notoriously inaccurate 
time-keepers-'-would make a daily practice of "setting them by the sun". 
Portable sundials were also made, some of them to fold up and be carried 
in the pocket. 

In the Leicester Museum collection there is a square wooden sundial 
evidently intended to be carried from place to place. Of the six painted 
sides, each 6" square, one is centred with a wooden peg to fit into a con
venient hole. Each of the remaining five sides is painted to represent a 
segment of a sundial and each face was fitted with a metal gnomon, two of 
which survive. It is inscribed "Samuell Heyricke fecit 1687''. Its origin 
is not known, but the fact that Heyricke is a well known Leicestershire name 
suggests that it may well be connected with the county. 

Another ancient time-keeper was the water-dock (clepsydra), which 
measured the ebbing of time by the dripping away of water from a metal 
bowl. In Oakham School Museum there is a saucer-shaped bronze vessel 
from the Saxon cemetery at Market Overton. It is pierced by a single 
hole and may have been intended to be placed on the surface of the water 
so that it gradually filled and sank in a certain time. Archaeologists are 
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not convinced that this is a water-clock, but the suggestion has been put 
forward and is worth recording in view of the fact that it may be the 
earliest "time-piece" in this district.1 

The sand hour-glass is well known. Time was measured by sand 
flowing through a narrow neck dividing two bulbs of glass encased in a 
wooden frame, which was turned upside down for the process to be 
:repeated. They were used for timing the length of sermons in church or 
chapel, and sometimes by auctioneers when a time-limit had to be imposed 
for bids. 

These, then, are some of the means by which time was recorded in 
medieval England. It was not until about 1368 that the first weight-driven 
clock arrived in this country from Italy, where the first recorded mechanical 
clock had been set up in Milan by Giovanni Dondi in 1335. Thus it came 
about that the passage of time could be recorded, second by second, by a 
mechanical escapement known as a verge and cross bar or foliot balance. 
This type of escapement was universally used and became the controlling 
agent for mechanised time-keepers until 1657 when Christiaan Huygens of 
Holland designed the first pendulum clock. It was introduced into this 
country the following year by Ahasuerus Fromanteel. A further develop
ment was perfected a few years later by Robert Hooke, who invented the 
anchor escapement which is used today for all domestic pendulum clocks. 

Hitherto clocks had been considered rare curiosities, only to be afforded 
by the very rich. The townsman or villager had to rely for his time-keeping 
on the sundial or, perhaps, on the public clock placed usually in the church 
tower. These early turret clocks were made entirely of wrought-iron and 
were the work of the local blacksmith. There are rare survivals today, 
mostly much altered in later times, but those still to be seen in the cathe
drals of Wells, Exeter and elsewhere are good examples of the more elaborate 
type of medieval church clocks. Perhaps the earliest mechanical clock sur
viving in this country today is the Dover Castle clock, now in the Science 
Museum, South Kensington. This clock, which may date from the early 
years of the fifteenth century, is particularly interesting because . of the 
resemblance it bears to the blacksmith-made turret clocks of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries still to be found in Leicestershire church towers 
today. Several of these have cbme to®light in recent months to remind us 
that this is a field which is virtually unexplored. It is possible that a 
systematic examination of all the church clocks in the county might reveal 
a late medieval example in addition to several of seventeenth-century date 
never previously recorded. 

So far as the writer is aware, the earliest church clock surviving in the 
county is to be seen on the south wall of All Saints' church in Leicester. 
It retains its "jacks"-two little wooden figures in hose and doublet who 
strike, or at least should strike, the bell when the hour comes round. The 
shield held by the Jack on the left bears the arms of the diocese of Lincoln, 
that on the right the cinquefoil, the badge of the town of Leicester. The 
framework of the clock appears to date from about 1620, but the mechanism 
underwent drastic "restoration" in 1899 and 1926. Owing to its position, 
high up on the wall of the church, examination is difficult and photography 
impossible. The clock is still in going order, but the jacks no longer strike: 
it is to be hoped that the day will come when they will resume their work. 

1 V.C.H. Rutland, i. 104. 
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Another interesting church clock is that from Kirby Muxloe, which has 
been deposited in the Newarke Houses Museum by the vicar and chufg 
wardens. It is probably of late seventeenth-century date and is still attache 
its original oak stand. Its mechanism is important as being an early exam 
of the anchor escapement, a device invented by Robert Hooke about the y 
1670. It has suffered very little alteration, and the working parts appear 
to be in their original condition. There is no evidence to show that it ever 
had a dial : the hours were struck on a bell, which is now missing. 

The clock in the tower of Staunton Harold church is of unusual interest 
because it almost certainly retains the original movement fitted soon after 
the erection of the church by Sir Robert Shirley in 1653. The painted 
wooden dial is dated 1716. . 

Of slightly later date is the clock from the tower of Aylestone church, 
now in the Newarke Houses Museum. This has been remounted on a 
modern frame and provided with a new dial, but the mechanism dates from 
about 1700. 

From Hallaton church comes a turret clock (also on loan to the 
Newarke Houses Museum) mounted on a wrought-iron frame upon which 
is fixed a brass label inscribed 

"Cross & Son. Kettering fecit 
George Dixon. Churchwarden". 

George Dixon was Churchwarden in 1779, so the Hallaton clock constitutes 
a good example of a late eighteenth-century blacksmith-made turret clock. 

There are numerous examples of late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century church clocks in the county, many of them still keeping excellent 
time. Two examples deserve special mention : The clock at Barrow-on
Soar (c. 1800), recently restored by Mr. R. H. A. Atkins, and the Kibworth 
clock, dated 1834 and made by a blacksmith at West Haddon. 

All the early clockmakers were blacksmiths. In fact clockmaking did not 
become a separate craft until 1631 when the London clockmakers separated 
themselves from the Blacksmiths' Company, to which most of them 
belonged, and formed themselves into the Clockmakers' Company, which 
was incorporated by Royal Charter from Charles I. In Leicestershire, 
however, this milestone in the history of clockmaking probably went 
unnoticed. The village blacksmith continued to make and repair 
church clocks for his own and neighbouring villages, but sometimes, 
when the daily business at the forge was slack, he might set about 
making an iron bracket clock for a special customer or, perhaps, to 
hang on the wall of his own smithy. Fortunately one of these curious 
time-pieces has survived, having been presented to Leicester Museum as long 
ago as 1865. It is a weight-driven bracket clock, the mechanism being 
entirely of wrought-iron, but tl1e square dial-plate is of brass very rough,ly 
engraved, or rather scratched, with the inscription "Thos Gambel his owµ 
work 1704". He was the village blacksmith of Walton in Leicestershire> 
but in spite of a diligent search of parish records, nothing else has been 
discovered about him. His clock is remarkable for the crude simplicity 
of its mechanism, a fact which has led Mr. R. H. A. Atkins to believe that 
the movement may possibly be the work, not of Gambel, but of an even 
older blacksmith. However, until that can be proved, the signature on the 
dial must be respected and the clock assigned to Thomas Gambel. 



PLATE I 

The Jacks, All Saints' Church, Leicester 
Early seventeenth century 



PLATE II 

Turret Clock, Kirby Muxloe Church, c. 1690 
Leicester Museum 
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By the end of the seventeenth century there had grown up a steady 
demand for domestic clocks in the provinces. Farmers and tradesmen who 
hitherto had looked upon clocks as rare luxuries, only to be afforded by the 
very rich, now came to consider them as necessities of everyday life, 
especially as the invention of the pendulum about 1660 had tended to 
supersede the old balance wheel and verge escapements, thereby making 
accurate time-keeping a definite possibility. 

Allowing for the usual time-lag of thirty years from the date of such 
an important scientific development in London to the time of its penetration 
to the provinces, it is permissible to assume that by 1690, or thereabouts, 
Leicester had acquired its own small circle of clockmakers, as distinct from 
the blacksmiths, who could produce weight-driven bracket or lantern clocks 
made entirely of brass in the "London style", which could be relied upon 
to keep reasonably ,good time. 

The earliest recorded Leicester clockmaker is Roger Lee who, having / 
completed his apprenticeship, became a Freeman of the Town on 25 March 
1691. Several examples of his work survive, including a small bracket \/.,. 
clock in the Museum collection, which he made about the year 1695. 
An interesting feature of this clock is the cherub's head spandrels around 
the dial, an arrangement not normally met with on London-made clocks of 
this type; it suggests that Lee preferred to use his own initiative rather ', 
than imitate the London fashion of thirty years before. A verge watch 
movement by him is also in the Museum collection. No complete long
case grandfather clock by Roger Lee has been seen by the writer, but there 
i's~~saTa-to be a clock by him at Oadby and there is also a fine brass dial 
from an 8-day clock by him in the Museum collection. It is 12 inches 
square, unusually large for a dial of its date (c. 1720), and the centre is 
engraved with a very pleasing design showing small birds pecking at a large 
bowl of fruit. 

Roger Lee had a son, William, also a clockmaker, working from about 
1710 to 1740. A good example of a long-case clock by him with 30-hour 
"bird-cage" movement in a walnut veneered case is in the Leicester Museum 
collection. In common with many early long-case clocks it has the hour 
hand only; enabling the time to be told to the nearest quarter of an hour, 
as with the sundial. Single-handed clocks were popular in Leicestershire 
until the end of the eighteenth century, presumably because country folk, 
who had always been accustomed to telling the time by the hour hand only, 
never attempted to master the slightly more complicated business of reading 
both hands. 

From the early eighteenth century onwards the story of clockmaking 
in Leicester is in fact the story of the development of the long-case clock, 
a subject which will be resumed later. For the moment we must leave the 
town and go into the county to discover something about the village clock
makers and their work. 

After three years of fairly intensive research into the history of clock
making in Leicestershire, the writer still feels that there is a great deal more 
work to be done. The list of makers at the end of this paper contains about 
140 names, but it is far from being complete and is in fact being added to at 
frequent intervals. It may well be that the reader will glance across the 
room at his own grandfather clock and see upon the dial the name of a 
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maker who has p.ot been recorded. In such a case it is to be hoped that the 
omission will be rectified forthwith, and another name will thus be added 
to the list. · 

Records of the early county clockmakers are almost invariably very 
meagre. Sometimes a casual referern;e to a birth, marriage or death in a 
parish register provides the only information about his working life, or it 
may be that a tombstone of Swithland slate in a church or chapel graveyard 
is the only link with a Leicestershire clockmaker who lived two centuries 
ago. More often than not his clocks have to speak for themselves. The 
name on the dial is the only indication that its maker ever existed. 

So far as the writer is aware, the earliest documentary evidence con
cerning a Leicestershire clockmaker occurs in the register of baptisms for 
the parish of Galby, where the name of Christopher Carter was entered on 
2 July 1676. That he was a clockmaker of no mean ability is shown by a 
lantern clock that he made, possibly in the closing years of the seventeenth 
century, now in the Leicester Museum collection. It has been much 
restored, but the dial with the inscription "Chris Carter in Galby" is certainly 
original. It is unfortunate that nothing further is known about this early 
craftsman. He must have produced a number of clocks in his lifetime, but 
this lantern clock seems to be the only example of his work that has survived. 
One is tempted to argue that if a tiny village such as Galby could produce 
a skilled clockmaker at this early date, there must have been many more 
expert makers of lantern clocks in the larger villages and towns in the county, 
but no trace of their work has so far been found, except for that of Roger 
Lee mentioned above. 

Unlike the London clockmakers, who were making both spring . and 
weight-driven clocks at the opening of the eighteenth century, it would 
seem that the Leicestershire clockmakers produced weight-driven clocks 
only. Spring-driven clocks for the table or mantelpiece, for which there 
must have been a demand, do not seem to have been produced in any 
numbers. The writer has come across only two in the past three years, a 
figure that cannot be compared to the large numbers of 8-day and 30-hour 
weight-driven long-case clocks that were made in every town and in almost 
every village in the county from about 1720 until the mid-nineteenth 
century. 

One of the first of the Leicestershire village clockmakers to provide his 
customers with long-case clocks was Thomas Stripling of Barwell, a real 
craftsman whose work was invariably of the highest standard. One of his 
clocks is illustrated in Britten's Old Clocks and Watches and their Makers, 
but the date given by the author to that particular clock, "about 1710", is 
too early: the Barwell parish register records his baptism on 2 April 1707. 

About three years ago an appeal was made in the local press for infor
mation concerning Stripling's clocks. At that time the writer had never 
seen a clock by this maker and was unaware that any existed locally. No 
less than eight replies were received; and six of these, it is interesting to 
note, came from the Hinckley and Earl Shilton districts, within two miles 
of Stripling's original workshop at Barwell. His clocks are highly prized 
by their owners and very rarely appear in the sale rooms. That may 
explain why it is that the arµbition of the Museum to add a Stripling clock 
to its collection has not yet been realised. 
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All the clocks thus discovered were examined carefully and all except 
one were found to have 30-hour movements of the locking-plate type. · The 
remaining clock runs for 8 days and is an excellent example of Stripling'~ 
work at its best. 

His cases are usually of dark oak and are very well made, almost cer
tainly by a local carpenter. Most of them have an inlaid star or other 
device in the centre of the door panel, but no two cases are alike. His 
brass dial-plates are well matted and gilt, the hands finely designed and 
carved, and the workmanship of the spandrels is of high quality. His 
favourite device for the decoration of the matted centres of his dials is a 
dove flying with an olive twig in its beak surmounted by a sun in splendour. 
Sometimes the dove is replaced by butterflies and simple scroll-work, but 
the sun is his almost invariable trade-mark. A broad date-ring just below 
the dial centre is always found on his clocks. 

Stripling was working from about 1730 until perhaps 1760 or a little 
later. There is no record of the date of his death, but his wife's grave in 
Barwell churchyard bears the date 30 April 1755. Perhaps his working 
career terminated soon afterwards : none of his clocks so far inspected would 
appear to be of a date much later than 1760. 

Of all the long-case clocks in the Museum collection one of the most 
interesting and unusual is that with a dial of Swithland slate 12 inches 
square. The numerals and spandrels are engraved, but the dial centre is 
matted and painted yellow with the inscription faintly legible in black 
"Tho Kellam Fecit 1732". Nothing is known about him or where he 
worked, but the Swithland slate dial suggests a Leicestershire provenance 
and may well be unique. The case of this clock is also unusual because it 
is made of pine and not oak, which was the wood most commonly used for 
clock cases in the county throughout the eighteenth century. It is perhaps 
rather surprising that the local slate was not used more often for clock dials, 
because it is indestructible and can be painted to any desired colour; one 
can well imagine that the tombstone masons could have produced some 
very fine clock dials in Swithland slate, should they have been required to 
do so. 

By the middle of the eighteenth century · Market Harborough had 
established itself as a centre of the clockmaking industry. Of the early 
clockmakers of this town, Everard Billington deserves special mention 
because a clock by him in the Museum collection is a fine example of 
country craftsmanship. It has a very well-made 30-hour movement in a 
finely proportioned oak case. It is a single-handed clock, the brass dial 
showing good engraving. Unfortunately nothing is known about Billington 
apart from the few clocks he has left us, but he appears to have been working 
from about 1740 to 1770. · 

An interesting feature of the earlier brass dials found on Leicester
shire long-case clocks ma,de between 1720 and 1750 is that the engraving of 
the dial centres of clocks by various makers suggests that they are the work 
of the same hand. The dove with the olive branch in its beak, small birds 
in flight or pecking at a bowl of fruit, a sun in splendour and characteristic 
scroll-work are all to be found on clock dials bearing names of these early 
clockmakers: Roger Lee of Leicester (c. 1720), Thomas Stripling of 
Barwell (c. 1730), Francis Corrall of Lutterworth (c. 1740), Everard 
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Billington of Market Harborough (c. 1740), George Green of Leicester (c. 
1750), David Hatfield of Market Bosworth (c. 1750) and Richard Boyfield 
of Great Dalby (c. 1750). 

It would therefore seem likely that a dial engraver was touring the 
county in the first half of the eighteenth century and obtaining orders for 
dial engraving from various local clockmakers. Some makers engraved 
their own dials, but there seems little doubt that those mentioned above, and 
probably others also, engaged the services of the same professional engraver. 

In the north of the county Thomas Noon had established himself in 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch as a master craftsman by 1770. One of his clocks has 
an 8-day movement with what must be considered a rare refinement for a 
provincial maker, a repeater attachment-a cord that causes the clock to 
repeat the last hour when pulled. His son continued the family business 
down to about 1820. 

Instances of son succeeding father in the family business are quite 
common in Leicestershire, but the most remarkable example of this is 
afforded by the Deacon family of Barton-in-the-Beans. 

Samuel Deacon, the first of the clockmaking line, was born at Ratby 
in 1746. He came to Barton in 1771 and started the family business in 
the little workshop which is still standing behind the ancestral home in the 
village street. Every succeeding member of the family has worked there 
at the original bench, including the present Mr. T. W. Deacon, the last 
of the male line. But by the time this paper appears in print the old 
eighteenth-<:entury house and workshop will have been sold and Mr. 
Deacon will have moved to Leicester, where he hopes to continue his 
clock-repairing business on a small scale. 

The Deacon workshop at Barton remains very much as it was when 
Samuel Deacon fitted it up with benching, lathe and wheel-cutting machine 
in 1771. The writer believes that this may well be the only instance in 
this country where an eighteenth-century clockmaker's workshop has come 
down to us almost intact. The decision of the Museums Committee to 
acquire the . entire fittings and contents of the workshop has ensured that 
it will in due course be reassembled at the Newarke Houses Museum in 
accordance with the original lay-out at Barton. 

A discovery of great importance occurred in the smaU attic above the 
workshop. Here, buried beneath a foot of rubbish which had accumulated 
over the past century, were discovered the original manuscript account 
books, clock books, watch books, letters and other records covering the 
period 1769-1850 and later. Most of them are legible and in fair condition. 
A preliminary glance through this material suggests that a closer study of 
it will not only give an insight into the daily life of a Leicestershire clock
maker of this period, but will also provide an intimate account of the 
Baptist movement in Leicestershire, because Samuel Deacon was both 
clockmaker and Baptist Minister at Barton. 

This documentary material, which was only discovered a few weeks 
ago, has yet to be examined in detail, but the .:writer suggests that the 
publication of. a report on the life and work of Samuel Deacon and his 
successors, as revealed by these documents, should be undertaken at a future 
date. 

In these circumstances it would be unwise to treat the subject in detail 
here, except to mention the amazing versatility of Samuel Deacon. In 
addition to satisfying the constant local demand for long-case clocks he 



PLATE III 

(b) 

(a) Bracket Clock by Thomas Gambel, 1704 
Leicester Museum 



PLATE IV 

(a) Portable Sundial by Samuel Heyricke, 1687 
Leicester Museum 

(b) Clock Dial of Swithland Slate by Thomas Kellam, 1732 
Leicester Museum 
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provided turret clocks for many neighbouring church towers and even 
further afield. The copper plates from which his· watch papers were printed 
were discovered in the workshop. These bear the inscription "Sam Deacon. 
Clock and Watchmaker. Barton. Nr. Market Bosworth. Church turret, 
Long-case and Bracket clocks. Barometers and Roasting Jacks made and 
carefully repair'd. Engraving Plate and Gold Rings". All these in 
addition to his duties as Baptist Minister, which were undertaken most 
conscientiously. 

Beneath the workshop at Barton there still exists the small brick-built 
forge constructed and used by Samuel Deacon. Here he must have carried 
out his own forging and casting operations, each separate clock part being 
made in the forge "in the rough" and then taken upstairs to be fashioned 
and finished on the lathe and wheel-cutting machine which still exist in the 
workshop. The importance of this lies in the fact that it provides an 
affirmative answer to the first part of the often-asked question : did these 
village clockmakers actually make their own clocks or did they obtain the 
ready-made parts direct from Birmingham or Clerkenwell and merely 
assemble them and put their names on the dials of the finished clocks? 
There can be no doubt that Samuel Deacon made his own clocks here from 
start to finish. As a preliminary process he made wooden "patterns" of 
each separate part of his turret clocks. Many of these patterns were found, 
and they are being carefully preserved. 

The forge was probably not used for its original purpose after his 
death in 1816. By that time the Birmingham factories were mass-producing 
clock parts to supply village clockmakers all over the country and there can 
be no doubt that his sons availed themselves of this service. 

Another instance of the family tradition persisting in Leicestershire 
clockmaking may well be provided by the Hatfield family. David Hatfield 
was working as an apprentice to a London clockmaker in 1732. A few 
years later he came to Market Bosworth and started business there. His 
London training made him a first-rate craftsman, as can be seen from a fine 
8-day long-case clock, recently acquired by the Museum, dating from the 
1750-60 period. Although positive proof of family relationship is lacking, 
it is quite possible that his descendants carried on the clockmaking tradition 
in other parts of the county: in the early years of the nineteenth century, 
Hatfields are found working at Kibworth and "Great Wigston". A 30-hour 
long-case clock with painted dial by John Hatfield, Great Wigston, dating 
from about 1820, is in the Museum collection. 

Among other family businesses which span the period from about 
1750-1820, two or three are worth mentioning, especially because in 
certain parts of Leicestershire their clocks survive in considerable numbers, 
so that the na~es of the makers are almost household words even today. 

Richard Boyfield started making clocks at Great Dalby about 1740 
and was succeeded by his son, also named Richard, about 1780. Some ten 
years later clocks are found bearing the name of Thomas Boyfield, Melton 
Mowbray, who may well have been a younger son who left the village. 

In the Lutterworth district the Corrall family deserve mention because, 
like the Boyfields, they seem to have supplied clocks to most of the local 
farmhouses between 1740 and 1800 or later. Francis Corrall started the 
business and was succeeded by Thomas and William. 

At least three generations of the Donisthorpe family were working in 
various parts of Leicestershire and elsewhere between the years 1770 and 1820 
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or later. Joseph Donisthorpe was making clocks and watches at Normanton-le
Heath before 1770. William, presumably his brother, had a business in 
Loughborough in 1780 and some ten years later a Richard Donisthorpe was 
also working in the same town. A Hinckley clockmaker, Groves Donis
thorpe, working in 1795, was almost certainly of the same family, as also 
was Joseph, who was making clocks and watches in Leicester a year or two 
later. Then, finally, a member of the next generation, J. Donisthorpe, 
made watches in Loughborough in 1822. 

Early records concerning apprentices in the clockmaking trade are very 
meagre, but it is reasonably certain that most clockmakers of note in the 
county had one or two lads regularly apprenticed to them. There is a 
tradition that every apprentice had to produce a special work of his own 
before he left his master's workshop to start business on his own account. 
So far it has not been possible to identify any of these apprentices' master
pieces, but it is possible that a careful examination of the Deacon records 
will reveal some interesting information about apprentices in the trade. 

Considering the large number of clock and watch-makers working in 
Leicestershire in the second half of the eighteenth century, it is rather 
surprising that no attempt was made to regulate the trade until 1795, when 
a Society was formed for that purpose. In that year a pamphlet was 
published entitled Regulations of Trade. Formed by The Society of Watch 
and Clock-makers in the Town and County of Leicester. The objects of 
the Society are thus laid down in the Regulations : 

"The importance of mutual agreement, among Tradesmen of the same 
occupation, is so conspicuous, that we may justly wonder that any individual 
should be found, who is not instantly aware of it. Yet it is clear, that, too 
many in almost all branches of Trade, avail themselves in one circumstance 
or other, to monopolize, by selling under the common and regular prices of 
their brethren. And though this conduct may procure a temporary exten
sion of trade, and a greater mass of profit; yet it is doing real injury to the 
Trade in general, and in the end is often injurious to Monopolizers them
selves, and even their Customers too. 

To prevent these inconveniences as much as possible, and to promote 
friendship and fair dealing among the whole fraternity-to make an easy 
and uniform advance on some sinking articles, to balance in a great measure, 
the great and numerous additions, which have for many years been made in 
Housekeeping, Rents, Taxes, Metals, Tools, etc., and finally to keep up the 
original respectability of one of the first mechanical Trades in the World, 
are the leading objects of this Society. 

For these purposes, the Watch and Clock-makers of the Town and 
County of Leicester, have associated, and formed and adopted the following 
Resolutions, at a General Meeting, held at the Admiral Rodney in Leicester, 
March 4th 1795." 

Then follow the Resolutions, the more important of which are these: 

"Resolved II. That we now endeavour to make out our List of Prices, 
which shall be reviewed and established at our next General Meeting .... 

Resolved V. That Mr. John Deacon is chosen Secretary and Treasurer 
for this Society, and is authorized to call a committee when he sees proper 
and shall be freed of all expenses himself, as a compensation for his trouble. 
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Resolved VI. That a deposit of 4s. shall be made at this time by each 
Member, towards such Expenses as may be incurred by applications to our 
absent Friends in the County, printing the Notices for assembling the 
Committee, and General Meetings, and conveying intelligence to and from 
our brethren in the adjacent Counties." 

Then follows a list of the names of the twenty members present and 
their places of abode. The names need not be quoted here because they 
are all included in the alphabetical list of Leicestershire clockmakers at the 
end of this paper. 

"Pursuant to the 7th Resolution of the first General Meeting, another 
General Meeting was held, June 10th 1795, at the Black Bull, in Applegate 
Street, Leicester, and the following Resowtions passed .... 

"Resolved III. That in order to prevent others monopolizing by means 
of undercharging the regular prices, we engage to withold all supplies or 
assistance of any kind from such persons : and further, if any of thi.s Society 
be injured by such Monopolizer, we agree to furnish our respective quota 
towards establishing a Warehouse in such Town or District, where goods 
shall be sold, and work shall be executed cheaper than any such 
Monopolizer can afford." 

Then follows the list of prices, "as fixed by the Society of Watch and 
Clock-makers". 

The price list is a long one and includes prices for clock movements, 
cases, repairing, cleaning, individual clock parts, watch repairs and parts. 
A few extracts from the various headings are given below: 

"New clocks, without cases, Thirty-hours 

Square or round Dial, 12 inches 
Eight-Days 

Square or round Dial, 12 inches with or w.ithout Seconds 
With landscape scene painted in Dial arch 

N.B. The above with common Steel Hands. If gilt 
ones, they must be charged extra. 

For extra Painting, 25 % on the Birmingham Prices. 

Cases for Clocks. 

Plain Oak, Deal, Etc. 
Plain Mahogany. 

On the Joiner's 
Wholesale Prices. 

Clock repairing, cleaning, etc. 

Cleaning 30 hour (movement) 
,, 8 days (movement) ... 
,, Church clock 

Hands, each 
Holes, bushing, each 
Palletts, new 
Pinions, new 

£ s. d. 

3 0 0 

4 I2 0 

5 0 0 

I 6 
2 6 

IO 6 
I 6 

6 
2 6 
2 6 



LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH£0LOGICAL SOCIETY 

Pendulums, new 
Pulley at the weight, if brass 
Setting up a Clock and Case 

Silvering and lacquering old faces 

Arch faces in general, each 
Spring to 3 part spring clock ... 

,, if broke in the year, half price 
N.B. Cleaning included. 

Tooth in any of the wheels 
Wheels, new, Large 

" 
,, Small 

Repairs to watches 

Balance-spring 
Cases, new, silver, roz. 12dwt, per pair 
Gleaning common plain watches 

,, French 
,, Gold 
,, Repeating 

Dial-plate, without hands 
Fuzee 
Glasses, each 
Hands, plain steel, per pair 
Lining the inner case with silver 
Main-Spring, with cleaning 
,, ,, if broke in the year 
,, ,, if broke near the hook 
Valuing a watch 

£ s. d. 
3 6 
I 6 
I 0 

5 0 
I 4 0 

6 
3 6 
2 6 

2 6 
I 5 0 

I 0 

I 6 
I 6 

IO 6 
4 9 
5 0 

6 
I 0 
I 0 

5 0 
2 6 
2 6 
I 0 

N.B. Outside chains, keys, seals, etc., are left to be sold at the 
Prices generally taken at the shops: and such articles as are omitted 
in repairs, etc., must be left to the judgment and integrity of the 
workmen. Also new watches, being generally sold at a fixed and 
uniform price, by most of the regular Tradesmen in this County, 
it is thought necessary to attempt any further regulations respecting 
them. 

John Deacon. Secretary." 

Thus by the closing years of the eighteenth century the watch and 
clockmakers of Leicestershire had formed themselves into a Society for the 
regulation of their trade, which by this time was at the height of its 
prosperity. Little did they realise that the increased mechanisation of the 
industry would, within a generation or so, put the village clockmaker 
completely out of business and replace the familiar grandfather clock with 
the factory-made monstrosities from Germany and America which flooded 
the English market before the middle of the nineteenth century. 

By 1790 a definite change is noticeable in the dials and case-work of 
long-case clocks made in Leicestershire, and indeed, elsewhere in the 
country. Hitherto the brass dial-plate with its silvered chapter-ring and 



CLOCKS AND WATCHES IN LEICESTERSHIRE 41 

rococo ornamented spandrels had been a feature of every clock, but now the 
fashion changes and the brass dial gives place to the white painted dial. 
At first these were quite attractive: they were square or round in shape with 
simple floral decoration in the corner spandrels and, in the centre of the 
dial, a brightly-painted little bird perched on a branch. These dials were 
fitted to the traditional type of plain oak case, about 6ft. 6in. high, with flat 
moulded top, and the general effect is quite pleasing. Unfortunately, how
ever, the shape of case and dial soon changed again. By 1810 clock cases 
were becoming taller to suit the spacious rooms of the period, and the old 
type of plain oak case, its excellent proportions a tribute to the skill of the 
local joiner, was replaced by a tall, broad and somewhat top-heavy affair, its 
hood surmounted by the familiar swan-neck cresting and its door panel 
decorated with a rather clumsy inlaid device, often a shell or diamond
shaped pattern. 

A new type of dial was required to fit these tall cases. The square dial 
became larger and developed an arch which, with the spandrels, was crudely 
painted with landscape and rural scenes, or perhaps a ship at sea. In 
Leicestershire a favourite arrangement was to have a castle in the dial-arch 
and little gabled cottages or a church scene in the spandrels. This repre
sents the final phase of the grandfather clock and lasted up to about 1860, 
when they ceased to be made. 

Even at this late date, oak was commonly used for the cases of Leicester
shire-made clocks. Mahogany, which had been used by London clock
makers for a century or more, may not have been popular here, or perhaps 
it was obtainable only in the small quantities necessary for its use as veneer 
for the edging of door panels, or for banded ornamentation elsewhere on 
the cases of the later clocks. 

The earlier oak cases were sometimes decorated· with inlay work, 
usually in light coloured fruit-wood. The designs attempted were very 
simple, perhaps a star or chequered pattern, but the resulting effect is 
pleasant. Two clocks in the Museum collection provide good examples of 
inlaid case-work: long-case clocks by David Hatfield of Market Bosworth 
(c. 1760) and Nathaniel Kirk of Kibworth (c. 1785). 

During the first quarter of the nineteenth century the practice of. 
obtaining ready-made clock parts, painted dials and even clock cases from 
Birmingham, Clerkenwell and other centres of the industry showed a marked 
increase. It was the beginning of the end of the Leicestershire village 
clockmaker, who tended to become merely a clock repairer or, at best, an 
assembler of ready-made parts for attachment to a ready-made dial, brightly 
painted, to which he merely added his name, if indeed that had not already 
been done for him. In some villages he survived until well into the 
Victorian period, when the importation of cheap mass-produced wall-clocks 
from America and the Continent flooded the English market and finally put 
him out of business. 

The final chapter on clockmaking in Leicester is concerned only with 
the name of E. T. Loseby. He was an eminent chronometer maker who, 
in the early part of his career, worked in London and invented a compen
sation balance which he submitted to the Admiralty in 1852. He came to 
Leicester in the following year and began to specialise in the making of 
turret clocks. The first clock he made here can still be seen in the tower 
of the Corn Exchange. It is a fine clock, of which Leicester may well be 
proud. Loseby, however, considered that his best work went to the making 
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of the clock above the Market Hall, Coventry. This .building was partly 
destroyed by German bombing, but the writer understands that the clock 
was saved and is now awaiting the day when it can be re-erected in one of 
Coventry's new municipal buildings. 

In his later years Loseby was associated with the preliminary arrange
ments for the making of Leicester's Town Hall clock, but he died before it 
was finished. His name, however, appears upon the dial. The Museum 
is fortunate to possess one of Loseby's chronometers. It has never been 
completed, but the signature "Loseby, London" indicates that he made it 
before he came to Leicester in 1853. Loseby's original workshop was at 
No. rn, Princess Road, but he moved later to No. 45, New Walk, where he 
died in 1890. 

Clockmaking in Rutland 

In Leicestershire, as we have seen, the village clockmakers played an 
important part in the industry; but the Rutland makers so far recorded are 
to be found only in the towns of Oakham and Uppingham. Of these, all 
except one belong to the later "painted dial" period, i.e. after 1790, and 
are in no way remarkable. The exception is Blackburn of Oakham, who 
was working about 1740, to judge from a fine brass-dial long-case clock 
with 8-day movement, which the writer examined for a few moments by 
candle-light in a farm house at Sproxton one night recently. It is rare to 
find numbered dials, but this one was No. 1208, which suggests that he must 
have had a prosperous business for those days. 

It should be pointed out that Stamford, which is just over the Lincoln
shire border, has at least eight recorded clockmakers and is known to have 
been an important centre of the industry in the eighteenth century. It is 
feasible to assume that such demand as there was for clocks in Rutland was 
largely met by the Stamford makers. 

A list of Rutland clockmakers will be found following the Leicester
shire list. 

SOME TECHNICAL NOTES ON LEICESTERSHIRE CLOCKS 

BY R.H. A. ATKINS 

Any study of the technical ability of Leicestershire's clock and watch
makers must inevitably be limited by the quantity of their work which 
still survives, and this existing evidence often serves to emphasise the scanti
ness of our information. But the quality of workmanship, combined with 
the generally excellent preservation of existing specimens, suggests that we 
may reasonably claim that Leicestershire's clockmakers were, period for 
period, outstanding amongst provincial craftsmen and, in certain cases, the 
equal of their London contemporaries. For those clocks which have 
survived until today have ticked away steadily through years when their 
less fortunate companions were being mauled or destroyed by unsympathetic 
restorers (a race by no means extinct); and even when they have come under 
these crude hands, they can, thanks to the simple robustness of their con
struction, almost always be repaired to keep good time. How often, 
particularly during the years 1860-1914, have fine church clocks been allowed 
to go to ruin for lack of a local craftsman ! And since the sale of new 
clocks is more lucrative and requires less ability than the repairing of old 
ones, the fact that so many Leicestershire clocks survive today is a tribute 
to the integrity of their original makers. 
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The long life of Leicestershire clocks resulted mainly from their simple, 
robust construction. With one or two outstanding exceptions there was 
little tendency to deviate from the simple standard types of movement 
common to most country clockmakers. But apart from the Primitives, 
about whom little is yet known, they wer!;! never crude. The clocks of such 
Primitives as we know-Roger Lee, Chris. Carter, Stripling and the like
were solid and simple. They worked and they survived. Their strength 
was in their simple honesty. They are working still. 

The clocks made in what we may regard as the classical period of clock
making (1750 to 1820 in the provinces) were notable for their good finish, 
both in the polished brass and in the surface of their steel. The design 
followed the general trend, locking-plate striking for the 30-hour movements, 
rack strike on the front plate for the 8-day clock, anchor escapements, four 
baluster pillars between the plates: still the simple movement, which was 
known to give the best results. 

Refinements were few: no flared tails to the rack-head, no engraving 
where it could not be seen, and such ornamentation as there was reserved 
for the hands, which were simple in design. But their brass dials were 
outstanding. This is true of the Primitives also. The square brass dial 
by Roger Lee from the movement of an 8-day clock which is in the 
Museum's collection is comparable with anything that came from London 
at the same period. 

It is in the exceptions to the generally accepted practice that the serious 
student will find the most interesting technical features. The clocks of 
Noon of Ashby reveal a delicacy of detail and fine quality of material which 
compares favourably with the London school: tapered, engraved arbors, 
delicate teeth to the wheels, small pinions, flared steel work, brass the 
colour of fine gold, and five pillars between the plates. The small escape
wheels and beautifully finished pallets are the work of an artist-craftsman. 

Joseph Marshall of Leicester gave fine finish and elaborate details to 
the moon and date-work of his 8-day clocks in their truly regal cases. 
Robotham of Leicester had a strange 8-day striking work of his own design 
which seems as if it ought to give all the trouble in the world-and never 
does. Spence of Harborough made solid-looking movements with centre
second motion work (often converted by some later vandal), and brass dials 
of attractive delicacy. 

Kirk of Kibworth produced unusual dials. One exists (in the possession 
of Mrs. L. E. Marriott of Leicester) with an arch surmounted by a single 
ornament of cherubs and the like in great profusion, a magnificent example 
of sand-casting at its very best. The centre of the dial-plate bears the Tudor 
rose. e 

A little-known maker, Warren of Syston, produced a simple little 8-day 
clock with a round silvered dial engraved with the Tudor rose and having 
a dead-beat escapement. This is the only Leicestershire clock so designed 
which is known to us. 

Apart from occasional deviations from accepted design on the part of a 
few of the makers in the later period (1750 to 1800), it was left to Samuel ( 
Deacon to produce the original designs. He seems to have been a prolific 
worker; according to his diary he made a 30-hour clock movement in twenty- 1 

nine hours. Many modern repairers would have to work very hard to clean one \ 
and repair it correctly in the same time. The full extent of his inventions 
and designs will not be fully understood until the notes and technical 
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drawings discovered at Barton-in-the-Beans have been fully examined. He 
was known for two outstanding details in his clocks, which must be familiar 
to most local clock repairers : the enclosed click-work of his 8-day clocks, 
developed probably from the bracket-clock practice, and the unusual pin 
count wheel or locking-plate, mounted on the great gear arbor of his 30-hour 
movements. 

He made many church clocks (a fine example exists at Quorn, made in 
1795), musical clocks, and many other clocks of special design, including at 
least one with automaton figures. The workshop clock at Barton was a very 
simple one, having only three wheels in the movement and a pendulum 
over thirteen feet long. 

The foregoing notes refer to long-case clocks and, in the case of the 
Primitives, to clocks of the lantern or hood types. Bracket clocks by 
Leicestershire makers are regrettably rare, and such examples as are known 
seem to have been made during the nineteenth century with enamel dials 
and the type of spring-driven fusee movement common to nearly all bracket 
clocks of this later period. The reason for this is somewhat obscure, and any; 
information about the local bracket clocks of this or any period would be 
very interesting indeed. 

A LIST OF CLOCK AND WATCH-MAKERS WORKING IN LEICESTERSIHRE 

AND RUTLAND FROM ABOUT 1680 TO 1890 

The following list has been compiled gradually over the past four 
years. The writer has made it a general rule not to include the name of a 
maker unless he has been able to inspect a clock by him or unless the 
maker's name appears in Britten's Old Clocks and Watches and their 
Makers, or in Baillie's Watchmakers and Clockmakers of the World. 

It will be appreciated that no list of this nature could ever be complete : 
makers' names previously unrecorded are still coming to light. But the 
writer has noticed that during the past year few new names have been 
discovered, although the search has been as diligent as ever. As a rough 
guess it may be estimated that the following list contains about 70% of the 
clockmakers of the two counties. 

Additions and corrections will be welcome and should be sent to the 
Director, Leicester Museum. 

Some of the clockmakers also made watches; wherever proof exists 
that they did so the fact has been recorded against their names. The 
majority of the makers, however, seem to have concentrated on., supplying 
the demand for long-case docks. It is rather surprising that relatively few 
watches from Leicestershire and none from Rutland have been recorded. 
The demand for them cannot have been as great as that for clocks. 

It has previously been stated that whereas the early clockmakers 
actually made their clocks, it became the practice by the turn of the nine
teenth century for the parts to be obtained ready-made from Birmingham 
and elsewhere and merely assembled in the village workshops. Later still 
it is probable that the entire clock was obtained from the manufacturer and 
sold in the "clockmaker's" shop, but with his name inscribed on the dial. 
It is therefore impossible to draw the line to separate the real clock or 
watchmaker from the tradesman who merely dealt in time-pieces. 



PLATE V 

Bracket Clock by Roger Lee of Leicester, c. 1695 
Leicester Museum 



PLATE VI 

(a) Verge Movement by John Spittle of Wymeswold, c. 1820 

Birmingham Museum 

(b) Brass Dial by Everard Billington of Market Harborough, c. 1670 

Owner: Mr. T. W. Deacon 
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In many cases the date of the birth and death of the clockmak~r is not 
known-perhaps only one or two of his clocks survive to prove that he ever 
lived and worked. In such an instance the date given alongside his name 
is the approximate date of the time-piece by which he has been identified. 
His working life may well have extended to several decades before or after 
the date given. 2 

The following abbreviations are used in the right-hand cohunrr: 
SLWC.-Member of the Society of Leicestershire Watch and Clock-makers, 
1795; LMC.-Leicester Museum collection. 

I. ALLEN-MARKET HARBOROUGH 

2. ALMAY, THOMAS-SHEPSHED 

3. AMAS, THOMAS-COLEORTON 

4. ARNOLD, EDWARD, LEICESTER 

5. BADCOCK-KIBWORTH 

6. BAILEY, W.-LEICESTER 

7. BAKER, JOSEPH-APPLEBY MAGNA 

8. BANKS, J. & W.-LEICESTER 

9. BARNES, T.-LEICESTER 

10. BATES, THOMAS-MARKET 
HARBOROUGH 

11. HERRINGTON, NATHANIEL
CASTLE DONINGTON 

12. BILLINGTON, EVERARD
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

Long-case clock, early nine-
teenth century 

SLWC. 

SLWC. 

SLWC. 
Long-case clock, early nine

teenth century 
Long-case clock, early nine

teenth century 
Long-case clocks and watches. 

Two wall clocks at Appleby 
Magna Grammar School. 
SLWC. 

Long-case clocks c. 1835. 
Clocks and watches c. 1815. 

Painted dial, LMC. 
Working from 1783 to 1800 or 

after. Member of the Clock
makers' Company. SLWC. 

SLWC. 

An important early clockmaker, 
working c. 1740-1770. Long
case clock, LMC. 

2 The preparation of this paper owes much to the inspiration afforded by Dr. 
Iorwerth Peate, M.A., F.S.A., in his Clock and Watch-makers in Wales. 
His · kind encouragement has been much appreciated by the writer. 

The compilation of the lists of Leicestershire and Rutland clockmakers 
has been greatly helped by the kindness of Mr. G. H. Baillie, the author of 
that indispensable book Watchmakers and Clockmakers of the World, who 
provided a list of local makers under place-n,ames. 

The complete list of Leicestershire and Rutland Clockmakers to date 
will be forwarded to Mr. Baillie for inclusion in the next .edition of his book, 
thereby ensuring that the names of our local makers will be preserved and 
will be made available to students of horology in all parts of the world. 

I should like to thank Mr. R. H. A. Atkins for his kind advice in all 
matters concerning the mechanical aspects of this subject. Mr. Atkins is at 
present under contract to the Leicester Museums and Libraries Committee 
to maintain the Museums' collection of clocks. · 

Plate Vla is by courtesy of the Director of the City of Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery, and Plate Vlllb by Mr. R H. A. Atkins. The 
remaining photographs are by Mr. R. D. Abbott of Leicester Museum. 

In conclusion I should like to express my sincere thanks to the Leicester 
Museums and Libraries Committee for their kind permission to publish the 
material in the Leicester collection. 
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13. BINLEY, JOHN-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

14. BIRD, WILLIAM-SEAGRAVE 

15. BIRTLES, JOHN-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

16. BISHOP, GEORGE-REDMILE 

17. BOYFIELD, RICHARD-
GREAT DALBY 

18. BOYFIELD, RICHARD-
MEL TON MOWBRAY 

19. BOYFIELD, THOMAS-
MEL TON MOWBRAY 

20. BRACE, THOMAS-LEICESTER 

21. BRADBURY, WILLIAM-
CASTLE DONINGTON 

22. BREWIN-LEICESTER 

23. BROWN, JAMES-
MEL TON MOWBRAY 

24. BULL, WILLIAM-LOUGHBOROUGH 
25. BULL, W.-LEICESTER 

26. CARTER, CHRISTOPHER-GALEY 

27. CHAPLIN-ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

28. CHAPMAN, JOHN-LOUGHBOROUGH 

29. CLARK, SAMUEL-HINCKLEY 

30. CLEMENTSON, EDWARD
MELTON MOWBRAY 

31. 

32. 

33. 

CLIFFORD-ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

COOK~THOMAS-LOUGHBOROUGH 
CORRALL, FRANCIS-

LUTTERWORTH 
34. CORRALL, THOMAS

LUTTERWORTH 

Long~case clock c. 1790. 

A good county clock and 
watch-maker, working c. 1755-
1785. Many 30-hour long
case clocks known. 
Watch with verge movement 
No. 303, silver case with date 
letter for 1765, LMC. 

Working from c. 1780 to 1800 or 
later. SLWC. 

Working before 1789. A watch 
by him is recorded by G. H. 
Baillie in his list. 

An early maker who worked 
c. 1750-1780. Several 30-
hour long-case clocks known. 
Brass dial, LMC. 

Son of above, worked c. 
1784-1795 or later. Watch 
by him listed by G. H. Baillie. 

Brother of above, worked 
c. 1791-1795 or later. Clocks 
and watches known. 

SLWC. 

Working c. 1800-1820. Verge 
watch movement no. 2495, 
LMC. 

Long-case clock, LMC. c. 1850. 

Long-case clock c. 1820. 

Long-case clock, c. 1790. 
Maker of an "Act of Parliament" 

clock, 1797. 
Baptised at Galby 2 July 1676. 

One of the earliest of the 
Leicestershire clockmakers. A 
lantern clock by him in LMC, 
dating from c. 1700, is the 
only recorded example of his 
work that survives. 

Maker of a long-case clock with 
brass dial, c. 1775. 

Maker of a long-case clock with 
circular painted dial in LMC. 
c. 1790. SLWC. 

SLWC. 

Maker of a long-case clock with 
brass dial, c. 1784. 

Watchmaking before 1755. 

Watchmaking before 1822. 

Long-case clocks, working c. 
1740-1760. Brass dial, LMC. 

Clock and watch-making from 
before 1756 until 1795. Brass 
dial, LMC. 
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35. CORRALL, WILLIAM
LUTTERWORTH 

36. CORRALL, POWELL
LUTTERWORTH 

37. DAVISON, J.-LUTTERWORTH 
38. DEACON, SAMUEL

BARTON-IN-THE-BEANS 

39. DEACON, JOHN-LEICESTER 

40. DEACON & SON-LEICESTER 

4I. DIXON, JOHN-LEICESTER 

42. DONISTHORPE, JOSEPH-
NORMANTON-LE-HEATH 

43. DONISTHORPE, WILLIAM-
LOUGHBOROUGH 

44. DONISTHORPE, RICHARD-
LOUGHBOROUGH 

45. DONISTHORPE, GROVES-
HINCKLEY 

46. DONISTHORPE, JOSEPH-
LEICESTER 

47. DONISTHORPE, J.-
LOUGHBOROUGH 

48. EARP, ROBERT-
CASTLE DONINGTON 

49. FRISBY- LEICESTER 
50. FOX.:..__GREAT EASTON 

51. FORSTER-SYSTON 

Mid eighteenth-century watch
maker. 

· Working 1777-1795. 

Long-case clock, c. 1815. 
Born at Ratby, Leics., on 6 

February 1746. Completed 
his apprenticeship and started 
his own business at Barton in 
1771. He made church clocks, 
long-case clocks, watches and 
barometers from c. 1780 until 
his death in 1816. He was 
Baptist Minister at Barton. 
The contents of his workshop 
have been acquired by 
Leicester Museum (1951). 

The inscnptlon "DEACON 
BARTON", frequently found 
on the painted dials of long
case clocks and on watch 
movements, indicates the work 
of various members of the 
Deacon family down to 1860 
or even later. 

Son of the above. Born at Barton
in-the-Beans c. 1770, where 
he completed his early training, 
and had started his own 
business in Leicester by 1795, 
when he was elected Secretary 
and Treasurer of the newly 
formed Society of the Leicester
shire Watch and Clock-makers. 
Watch, verge movement No. 
175 in silver case with date 
letter for 1795, i;i LMC. 

This inscription is found on John 
D eacon's clocks after about 
1815. 

Clock and watch-making in 1794. 

Watchmaking before 1770. 

Watchmaking before 1780. 
Probably brother of above. 

Clocks and watches. SLWC. 
Watch movement, LMC. 

Watchmaker. SLWC. 

Clocks and watches. SL WC. 

Watchmaking before 1822. 

Long-case clock, c. 1790. 

Watchmaking c. 1820. 
Long~case clock, c. 1825. 
Long-case clock, c. 1840. 
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52. GADSBY, THOMAS-LEICESTER 
(22 MARKET PLACE) 

53. GAMBEL, THOMAS-
W AL TON-LE-WOLDS 

54, GLOVER, JOSEPH~LEICESTER 
55. GRAY, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

(MARKET PLACE) 

56. GREAVES, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

57. GREAVES, WILLIAM-MARKET 
HARBOROUGH AND KETTERING 

58. GREEN, GEORGE SMITH
LEICESTER 

59. HALL, THOMAS-DESFORD 

60. HALLAM, JAMES-LEICESTER 

6I. HALLl\M-WYMESWOLD 

62. HALLAM, EDWARD-LUTTERWORTH 

63. HASWELL-LUTTERWORTH 

64. HATFIELD, DAVID-
MARKET BOSWORTH 

65. HATFIELD, JOHN-KIBWORTH 

66. HATFIELD, JOHN-
GREAT WIGSTON (WIGSTON MAGNA) 

67. HENFREY, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

68. HEYRICKE, SAMUEL 

Working from c. 1815 to 1826 
or later. Made many long
case clocks and watches. 
Long-case clock and wall 
clock, LMC. , 

Village blacksmith who made 
the wrought iron bracket clock 
with brass dial inscribed 
"Thos Gambel. His Own 
Work. 1704", LMC. 

Clocks and watches. SL WC. 
Long-case clock, c. 1825. 

English Lever watch move
ment no. 89233, c. 1835, 
LMC. 

Long-case clock with brass 
arched dial, c. 1780. 

Watchmaking before 1771. 

An early clock and watch-maker 
who moved to Cirencester in 
1750 and later worked at 
Ross-on-Wye. He died at 
Oxford in 1762. There is a 
brass dial by him (c. 1750), 
LMC. 

Clockmaking in the mid-eigh
teenth century. An early 
long-case clock with single 
hand and 30-hour movement 
(c. 1750) is known. 

A long-case clock with the brass 
dial dated 1791 has been 
recorded. 

Long-case clock, early nine
teenth century. 

Clock and watch-maker. SL WC. 
A wall clock by him (c. 1840) 

has been recorded. 
Apprenticed in London in 1732, 

he was making excellent clocks 
by the middle of the century. 
Long-case clock with arched 
brass dial, LMC. 

Long-case clock, 1820-1830. 

Long-case clock with painted 
dial, c. 1825, LMC. 

Clock and watch-making in 
1815. 

The maker of a portable wooden 
sundial, each side 6 in. square, 
painted to represent segments 
of a sundial. The base fitted 
with a wooden peg to fit a 
hole. Each face had a metal 
gnomon, two of which survive. 
Inscribed "Samuell Heyricke 
fecit 1687''. LMC. 



PLATE VII 

(a) (b) 

(a) Long-case Clock by Nathaniel Kirk of Kibworth, c. 1785 
Leicester Museum 

(b) Long-case Clock by Everard Billington of Market Harborough, c. 1740 
Leicester Museum 



PLATE VIII 

(a) Mantel Clock by Wilkinson of Leicester, 1801 
Leicester Museum 

(b) Brass Dial and 30-hour Movement by Samuel Deacon, 
Barton-in-the-Beans, c. 1780 

Owner : Mr. F. Morris 
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69. HOLLYOAK, JOSEPH 
-SMOCKINGTON 

70. HOLLYOAK-SHARNFORD 

71. HOOD-HINCKLEY 

72. HOWLETT, JOHN-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

73. JACKSON, WILLIAM
LOUGHBOROUGH 

74. JOLLY-LOUGHBOROUGH 

75. JOLY, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

76. KELLAM, THOMAS 

77. KEMP, WILLIAM-SYSTON 

78. KING, JOHN-LOUGHBOROUGH 

79. KING, C.-LEICESTER 

80. KIRK, NATHANIEL-KIBWORTH 

81. LARGE-BILLESDON ,' 

82. LEE, ROGER-LEICESTER 

Long-case clock, painted dial, c. 
1830. LMC. 

Long-case clock, early nine
teenth century. It is possible 
that these two makers are in 
fact the same man, as the 
villages are only two miles 
apart. 

Clocks and watches, c. 1815. 

Clock and watch-maker, working 
from 1775. 

The earliest known maker in 
this town. A fine clock with 
brass dial, dating from c. 
1730-1740, has been recorded. 

Long-case clock, c. 1840. 

A clock and watch-maker work
ing c. 1815-1826. 

The maker of an early long-case 
clock, in . LMC, with dial 
made of Swithland slate, the 
centre of which bears the 
painted· inscnptlon "Tho 
Kellam fecit 1732". The 
movement has· iron plates and 
the case is very crudely made 
of painted deal instead of the 
usual oak. Nothing is known 
about him or where he 
worked. 

Long-case clock, early nine
teenth century. 

Watchmaker, early nineteenth 
century. 

Long-case clock, c. 1840. 

A good clockmaker, working in 
the second half of the eigh
teenth century. In LMC 
there is an 8-day long-case 
clock by him with inlaid case 
and circular 'silvered dial, 
dating from about 1785. 

An early nineteenth-century 
clockmaker. 

The earliest Leicester clock
maker so far recorded. He 
completed his apprenticeship 
and became a Freeman of the 
town on 25 March 1691. He 
made bracket clocks, watches. 
and long-case clocks. In LMG 
there is a bracket clock by 
him dating from c. 1695, a 
watch movement of a rather 
later date (c. 1710) and the 
brass dial of a long-case .. clock 

· made c, 1720.,. 
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83. LEE, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

84. LEE, THOMAS-LEICESTER 

85. LEE, BENJAMIN-LEICESTER 

86. LEWIN-LEICESTER 

87. LEWITT, BENJAMIN-LEICESTER 

88. LEWVY, JAMES-BOTTESFORD 

89. LINDLEY, THOMAS-LEICESTER 

90. LOSEBY, EDWARD THOMAS
LEICESTER 

91 . MARSHALL, JOSEPH-LEICESTER 

92. MARSHALL, WILLIAM-LEICESTER 

93. MARSHALL, JOHN-LEICESTER 

94. NEWELL, N.-LEICESTER 

Son of the above, a maker of 
long-case clocks. One of 
these is in LMC. It has a 
movement of the early "bird
cage" type in a narrow case 
veneered with walnut and dates 
from c. 1720. He also made 
watches. He died in 1744. 

Possibly a son of William Lee. 
He made long-case clocks, but 
went bankrupt in 1773. The 
only recorded instance of a 
local clockmaker who failed to 
prosper. A watch by him 
with verge movement in 
shagreen and pinchbeck case 
is in LMC. 

Perhaps he was also a member 
of the Lee family listed above. 
He was making long-case 
clocks and watches in 1815. 

Long-case clock, c. 1830. 

Clock and watch-making 1815-
1826. 

Long-case clock, c. 1840. 

A watchmaker who was working 
in 1775. 

An eminent chronometer maker, 
he worked in Islington, Lon
don, 1830-1852. Failing to 
obtain an order for chrono
meters from the Admiralty he 
came to Leicester in 1853 and 
began to specialise in the 
making of turret clocks. He 
made clocks for the Corn 
Exchange, Leicester, and for 
the Market Hall1 Coventry. 
He was associated with the 
preliminary work in connexion 
with the Town Hall Clock in 
Leicester, which bears his 
name on the dial. He died in 
1890. An uncompleted chro
nometer by him is in LMC. 

A clock and watch-maker who 
worked from 1751 until c. 
1780. Several of his brass
dialled long-case clocks are 
known, one of which is in 
LMC. 

Watchmaking in 1766. 

It is quite possible that he may 
represent the third generation 
of a clockmaking family, but 
proof of relationship is lack
ing. He was watchmaking in 
1794. SLWC. 

Clock and watch-making in 1815. 



CLOCKS AND WATCHES IN LEICESTERSHIRE 51 

95. NOON, THOMAS
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

96. NOON, WILLIAM
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

97. OWNS, EDWARD-WYMESWOLD 

98. PAIN, BENJAMIN-LITTLETHORPE 

99. PALMER, W.-LOUGHBOROUGH 

100. PARTRIDGE, THOMAS-KIBWORTH 

IOI. PEARSON, THE REV. W.-
SOUTH KILWORTH 

102. PEBERDY, JOHN-LEICESTER 

103. PEGG, ROBERT
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

104. POOLEY, THOMAS-
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

105. REEVE, JOHN-LEICESTER 

106. RILEY, }.-LEICESTER 

107. ROBOTHAM, CHARLES
LEICESTER 

108. ROWLAND-LEICESTER 
(GALLOWTREE GATE) 

109. RUSSELL, R.-LEICESTER 

no. SAMUEL, ABRAHAM-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

III. SHARMAN-MELTON MOWBRAY 

112. SHAW, DAVID-LEICESTER 

u3. SMEATON-KIBWORTH 

A fine craftsman who was 
making long-case clocks and 
watches from c. 1760 until 
1780 or a little later. An 8-
day long-case clock by him 
recently examined would com
pare favourably in quality with 
those made by well-known 
London makers of the period. 
It has a "pull-repeater" 
attachment, which is a refine
ment very rarely found in 
provincial clocks. 

Almost certainly the son of the 
above. SL WC. 

A country clockmaker who 
appears to have been working 
from c. 1780. Several of his 
clocks are known. SLWC. 

An early clockmaker, of whose 
work only one example has 
been recorded, a 30-hour 
movement of the "bird-cage" 
type, dating from c. 1720 with 
square brass dial. It has now 
been re-cased. 

Long-case clock, c. 1815. 

A clockmaker. SLWC. 

Born 1767. Died 1847. In 
1791 he published a treatise 
on horology in Rees' Cyclo
paedia (Baillie). If he ever 
made time-pieces\ they have 
not been recorded. 

Clockmaking from about 1805. 
Watch with verge movement 
no. 176 in LMC. 

A watchmaker. SLWC. 

Working in the second half of 
the eighteenth century. 

SLWC. 

Clock and watch-making in 1815. 

SLWC. 

Clockmaking about 1830. 

An early nineteenth-century 
clockmaker. 

A watchmaker working c. 
1782-1800. 

Clock and watch-making in 1807. 

Watchmaking c. 1825. 

Early nineteenth-century clock
maker. 
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114. SMITH, S.-MELTON MOWBRAY 

II5, SPENCE, JOHN-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

116. SPITTLE, HENRY-HATHERN 

117. SPITTLE, JOHN-WYMESWOLD 

u8. STAPLES, JOHN-LEICESTER 

II9. STEVENS, RICHARD-LEICESTER 

120. STRIPLING, THOMAS-BARWELL 

121. STUBBS-KEGWORTH 

122. TUSTIN, C.-LEICESTER 
(II6 BELGRAVE GATE) 

123. TYLER, J.-MELTON MOWBRAY 

124. TYLER, R.-MELTON MOWBRAY 

125. TYLER, W.-HINCKLEY 

126. VEROW, JOHN-HINCKLEY 

In LMC there is a watch by 
him with verge movement, 
no. 52074, in silver case, hall
marked with date letter for 
1866. 

A good clockmaker who worked 
from c. 1760 until his death 
in 1783, when his widow, 
Catherine, continued the busi
ness. An 8-day long-case 
clock in LMC (c. 1765) is an 
excellent example of his work. 

A prominent clock and :watch
maker. SLWC. In LMC 
there is a watch by him with 
verge movement in silver case, 
hallmarked with the date 
letter for 1798. 

Quite possibly a son of Henry 
Spittle. A long-case clock by 
him dates from c. 1825. 

Watch verge movement, no. 46, 
in silver case, hall-marked with 
date-letter for 1805. 

A watchmaker. SLWC. 

Born 2 April 1707, the son of 
Thomas Stripling. Only one 
of his clocks is known to the 
writer-an 8-day long-case 
with circular brass dial (c. 
1775) at Lyddington, Rutland. 
He may be considered one of 
the finest of the early 
Leicestershire clockmakers. 
Many of his clocks are still 
excellent time-keepers. He 
was working until 1760 or 
later. His wife was buried in 
Barwell churchyard in 1755, 
but there is no record of his 
death in the parish registers. 
His workshop, behind the 
Blacksmith's Arms in Barwell, 
was demolished some years 
ago. Clock by him illustrated 
in Britten. 

Is known to have been working 
about 1800 (Baillie). 

Long-case clock, c. 1830. 

Long-case clock, c. 1790. 

Quite possibly a son of the 
above. A watch by him 
(1822) is recorded. 

Long-case clock, c. 1800. 

Long-case clocks. SL WC. 
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127. WARREN, JOHN-SYSTON 

128. WATKIN, ISAAC-MOUNTSORREL 

129. WHITLEY, GEORGE-
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

130. WILKINS, JOHN-LEICESTER 

131. WILKINS-LOUGHBO~OUGH 

132. WILKINSON, JOHN-LEICESTER 

133. WILKINSON, ISAAC-LEICESTER 
(HIGH STREET) 

134. WOODROFFE, J.- LOUGHBOROUGH 
(SWAN STREET) 

Long-case clock in LMC with 
circular s.ilvered dial c. 1790. 

SLWC. 

Long-case clock, c. 1740. 

An early maker who was 
working between 1689 and 
1729 (Baillie). None of his 
clocks, have so far been traced. 

Long-cased clock, c. 1790. 

Clocks and watches c. 1800-
1825. The maker of a curious 
mantel time-piece in mahogany, 
the plinth having a floral 
design inlaid in brass. The 
octagonal dial casing is sur
mounted by a large brass eagle. 
The verge movement, dated 
1801, would almost fit into a 
match-box. Long-case clock 
with painted dial, about 1820, 
in LMC. · 

Clocks and watches from c. 
1840 until 1860. Watch 
paper in Leicester Museum. 

Watch paper in Leicester 
Museum dated 1871. 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF CLOCKMAKERS WHO WORKED JUST OVER THE 

COUNTY BOUNPARY, BUT WHOSE CLOCKS ARE FOUND IN LEICESTERSHIRE 

135. CROSS & SON-KETTERING, 
NORTHANTS. 

136. HACKETT, RICHARD
HARRINGWORTH, NORTHANTS. 

137. PAGE, HENRY-
UPPER BROUGHTON, NOTTS. 

138. WAINWRIGHT, HUMPHREY
BUNNY, NOTTS. 

In 1779 they made the wrought
iron turret clock for H allaton 
church, now deposited in 
Leicester Museum. 

Several of his long-case clocks 
are to be found in Rutland. 
Baillie lists him as working 
before 1771. 

Clockmaking in the first half of 
the eighteenth century 
(Baillie). 

A well-known maker who 
worked in the second half of 
the eighteenth century. Several 
of his clocks are known in 
north Leicestershire and 
Baillie records a musical long
case clock by him. He was 
also a watchmaker. In LMC 
there is a watch with verge 
movement, no. 2309, in silver 
case hallmarked with the date 
letter for 1757. 
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LIST OF RUTLAND CLOCK AND WATCH-MAKERS 

139. ARIS (AVIS?), WILLIAM- A watchmaker working c. 1795. 
UPPINGHAM 

140. BLACKBURN-OAKHAM A fine long-case clock with brass 
dial, no. 1208, has been dated 
1730-40. He was probably 
the principal Rutland clock
maker of the early eighteenth 
century. 

141. COOK, THOMAS-OAKHAM Long-case clock, c. 1800. 

142. FOX, J.-UPPINGHAM Long-case clock, c. 1775. 

143. FURNISS, JOSEPH-UPPINGHAM Long-case clock, c. 1785. 

144. HOUGHTON-UPPINGHAM Long-case clock, c. 1815. 

CATALOGUE OF CLOCKS AND WATCHES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF .ANTIQUITIES 

CITY OF LEICESTER MUSEUMS (APRIL 1951) 

I. LONG-CASE CLOCKS 

28. 1937. By William Lee of Leicester c. 1720. 
H 83". 30-hour. Single hand. 
Case: walnut, horizontal moulded top, twisted and impressed columns 

in darker wood. 
Dial: brass, square, plain matted centre, applied silvered chapter 

ring, Roman numerals separated by diamonds and quarter 
markings. 

Between VII & V 
Wm Lee Leicester 

Spandrels: winged bust with long hair and arabesque. 
Donor, R. H. Broughton. 

102. 01937. By John Wilkinson of Leicester c. 1830. 
H 82". 30-hour. 
Case: oak and mahogany, swan-neck cresting, centre piece lost. 

Turned ornamental columns. 
Dial : arched top, painted. In arch, scene of farmer and horses at 

ford. Centre plain, semicircular calendar dial and above hands 

WILKINSON 
LEICESTER (Gothic) 

Roman numerals. 
Spandrels: yellow shells. 

23. 1946/1. By Brewin of Leicester c. 1850. 
H 89". 8-day. 
Case: oak and mahogany with. a little banded inlay. Inlaid diamond

form in base and door. Swan-necked cresting, ornamental turned 
columns. 

Dial : painted, with arch, in which a village scene. Seconds dial above 
centre, and below 

Brewin 
LEICESTER 

Roman numerals. 
Spandrels: top, church; bottom, bridge. 
Bequeathed by Mrs. Ellen Lydea de Bruen Thirlby 
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16. 1947. By Nathaniel Kirk of Kibworth c. 1785. 
H 79". 8-day. 
Case : oak, roundel on base, inlaid with bone, ebonised woods and 

fruitwood. Double-centred star on door, checkered panels 
above dial. Rayed quadrants in frame of dial. Straight moulded 
cornice. Plain turned columns, brass caps and bases. 

Dial : round, silvered. Engraved centre with tendrils 
Nathl Kirk 
KIBWORTH 

Roman numerals, minute divisions and Arabic do. 
Purchased. 

45. 1948. By Joseph Marshall of Leicester c. 1780. 
H 88". 8-day. 
Case: dark oak with fruitwood quadrants in door and base. Moulded 

stepped top. Plain columns with brass caps and bases. 
Dial: square, brass, originally for 30-hour. Centre engraved. 

Minute dial above, semicircular calendar dial below. Either side 
of centre 

JOSEPH MARSHALL 
LEICESTER 

Roman numerals, minute divisions and Arabic numerals. 
Spandrels: cherubs' heads and arabesques. 
Purchased. 
N.B.-This clock, being made up from various parts, has now the dial 

and case kept separately, and the movement, which was probably 
London-made, retained for repairs. 

IOI. 1948. By John Hatfield of Great Wigston c. 1820. 
H 86". 30-hour. 
Case: oak and mahogany, swan-neck cresting with brass terminals, 

central brass knob. Inlaid diamond in door, plain columns with 
brass caps and bases. 

Dial : painted, arched. In arch, castle. 
Jno Hatfield 
Gt Wigston 

Semicircular calendar dial. Roman numerals, minute divisions and 
15, 30, etc., in Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: shells and roses. 
Purchased at Oadby. 

104. 1948. By John Chapman of Loughborm1gh c. 1795. 
H 81¾". 30-hour. 
Case : oak, square top, <lentil moulding. Plain turned columns, 

brass caps and bases. 
Dial : painted. Bird, multicoloured, with blue head, looking back to 

right, on floral branch. Below centre, semicircular calendar dial 
and 

Jno Chapman 
LOUGHBORO' 

Roman numerals, minute divisions indicated by dots and Arabic do. 
Base of case restored. 
From Quorn, Leics. 
Purchased. 

105. 1948. By Everard Billington of Market Harborough c. 1750. 
H 84". 30-hour. One hand. 
Case: light oak with moulded stepped top. Turned attached columns. 
Dial : brass, square. Plain matted centre with round calendar hole 

Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 
fleurs-de-lys. 

Between VII and V 
E Billington Harb'rough 

Spandrels: cherubs' heads. 
From Tur Langton, Leics. 
Purchased. 
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7. 1949, 

59, 1949, 

60. 1949. 
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Movement only by John Beal of Oundle, Northants., c. 1795. 
30-hour movement, brass. 

Dial: square, painted, with bird and flowers, and below centre 
Jno Beal 
Oundle (Gothic) 

Roman nun1erals and quarter markings with outer ring of dots for 
minutes. 

Spandrels: pairs of red flowers. 
This clock has been mounted in perspex as a demonstration mechanism. 
Purchased. 

By Thomas Chilton of London c. 1740-60. 
H 95". 8-day. 
Case: black lacquered, with Chinese scene on base and two on door. 

Arched hood with gilt ball terminals and attached columns with 
gilt caps and bases. 

Dial: brass, arched. In arch silvered round plaque inscribed 
Thomas 
Chilton 
London 

between dolphin arabesques. Main dial has matted centre, 
silvered seconds dial, hand lost, and square calendar hole with 
silvered dial. Applied silver chapter ring with Roman numerals 
and quarter markings, minute markings and Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: vases and arabesques. 
Purchased. 

By Mullenex of Derby c. 1770. 
H 79½", 30-hour. 
Case: plain oak. Swan-neck cresting and central vase of turned wood. 

Plain columns with brass caps and bases. Turned quarter 
columns either side of door, which has brass drop-handle. 

Dial: round, silvered, engraved 
Mullenex Derby 

above hands, and below them semicircular calendar dial and 
three roses. 

Roman numerals. Minute divisions indicated by dots and Arabic 
numerals. 

Purchased. 

By Thomas Gadsby of Leicester c. 1820-1825. 
Case: dark oak, swan-neck cresting, plain turned columns, brass 

caps and bases. 
Dial : plain, painted, round. Seconds dial above centre, semicircular 

calendar dial. 
Gadsby 
LEICESTER (Gothic) 

Arabic numerals. 15, 30, 45, 60 minutes with divisions shown, the 
remaining 5s indicated by sprigs. 

Part of beading of dial cover restored. 
Purchased in Arnesby, 

By J. Deacon of Leicester c. 1815. 
H 98". 8-day. 
Case: oak and mahogany, swan-neck cresting with brass terminals, 

central brass eagle on globe, fluted columns with brass Corinthian 
caps and bases. Inlaid panels of Britannia in centre of door and a 
shell on base. 

Dial : painted, arched. In arch scene of City of London, with shield, 
seated, facing left, before two female figures and two pntti with 
cornucopia and symbolic objects. St. Paul's, etc., behind. 
Seconds dial, semicircular calendar dial and 

DEACON 
Leicester 

Spandrels: blue flowers. 
Purchased. 
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By Samuel Deacon of Barton-in-the-Beans 1776. 
H 75½". 30-hour. 

57 

Case: plain oak. Plain columns with brass caps and bases. Horizontal 
moulded cornice. 

Dial: brass, circular. Centre engraved 
S Deacon Barton 

Seconds dial below. 
Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals and Arabic 
numerals for minutes. 

Front plate of movement engraved Sept 1776. 
Purchased in Earl Shilton. 
By John Spence of Market Harborough c. 1770. 
H 83". 8-day. 
Case: plain dark oak, horizontal top, attached turned columns, arched 

hood. 
Dial : brass, with arch in which a silvered medallion engraved with 

eagle to right and cut-out dolphin and arabesque design either side. 
Centre matted, with silvered plate with recurved edges on lower 
part, inscribed John Spence 

Market Harborough 
Square calendar hole below with silvered dial. 

Roman numerals, minute markings and Arabic do. 
Spandrels: head with wavy hair in centre and scallop behind. 
Donor, J. A. Daniell. 
By David Hatfield of Market Bosworth c. 1770. 
H 80". 8-day. 
Case: oak, inlaid with fruitwood on base with sun (rays and face) 

and on door with six-pointed star. Horizontal moulded cornice 
arched hood, plain columns with brass caps and bases. 

Dial : brass, the arch engraved with crane and eagle, between which 
applied silvered strike-silent dial. Around top edge 

DAVID HATFIELD BOSWORTH 
Clock dial centre has engraved tendrils, applied silvered seconds 
dial, and semicircular calendar dial. Applied silvered chapter 
ring with Roman numerals separated by fleurs-de~lys; outer band 
of minutes contains a semicircle between each Arabic numeral. 

Spandrels: wide spaced arabesques. 
Purchased. 
By John Warren of Syston c. 1790. 
H 75". 8-day, with dead-beat escapement. 
Case : oak and mahogany, square top with <lentil moulding, fluted 

columns with brass caps and bases. Rose in spandrels of dial 
cover. 

Dial: silvered, with engraved centre. Round. 
John Warren Syston 

(not level, to either side of centre) 
Seconds dial above, calendar dial below. 
Roman numerals, minute markings and Arabic do. 
Purchased. 
By Thomas Kellam 1732. 
H 83½". 30-hour. 
Case: pinewood, horizontal moulded cornice, attached columns, the 

caps and bases once gilt. Round glass panel in centre of door. 
H-shaped steel hinges. 

Dial : Swithland slate. Plain gilt centre inscribed 
Tho Kellam 
Fecit 1732 

Square calendar hole at base. 
Incised Roman numerals separated by fleur-de-lys at the half and dots 

at the quarter hours. 
Spandrels: simple scrolls (once gilt). 
Lettering repainted 1951. 
Purchased. 
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233. 1950. By Joseph Hollyoak of Smockington c. 1830. 
H 90". 30-hour. 
Case: oak, inlaid panels in door, a little fruitwood. Swan-necked 

cresting with brass terminal-discs and brass eagle on globe in 
centre. Plain turned columns with brass caps and bases. Fluted 
quarter-columns on body of case. 

Dial: square, painted. Above centre, floral spray, below, semi
circular calendar dial and 

Josh Hollyoak 
SMOCKINGTON (Gothic) 

Roman numerals. 
Spandrels: floral, with gilt oak leaves. 
Donor, R. H. A. Atkins. 

II. LANTERN, BRACKET, AND OTHER CLOCKS 

133. 1865. Bracket clock by Thomas Gambel of Walton, Leics., 1704. 
H 14". Iron movement with anchor escapement, brass escape wheel. 
Dial: brass, rectangular, roughly incised. Top: 

THOMAS GAMBEL 
HIS OWN WORK 1704 

Geometric flower in centre. Roman numerals and quarter 
markings. Square calendar hole (dial lost), rough incised design 
in spandrels and 1704 at base. 

Donor, Silvester Martin. 

23. 1928. Bracket clock by John Cooper c. 1720. 
H 14". 30-hour brass movement with anchor escapement. 
Dial: brass, centre engraved with vase and flowers and a curious 

bird, and above 
John Cooper 

Fecit 
Applied steel chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 
three pointed spears. This creates small spandrels by overlapping 
the main design. 

Donors, Dr. and Mrs. C. R. Billups. 

II. 1933. Mantle clock 
Marked: Union Clock Company. Made in Germany. 
H 10½" x s¾". 
Softwood case of rectangular form with top angles cut off. 
White printed dial with black sprays in lower spandrels, Roman 

numerals and gilt plaque with nos. 1-12 around centre. 
Below dial, painted on the glass, black panel with central horizontal 

blue and gold band. 
Purchased. 

58. 1934. Mantel clock by E. N. Welch, Forestville, Connecticut, U.S.A. 
Late nineteenth century. 

H 25". W 15½". 
Case: soft wood, glass centre panel with wooden division. 
Dial: painted, centre cut away in scallops. Roman numerals. 
Spandrels: yellow flowers. 
Below dial, painted on glass, house with classical portico and 

CAPITAL AT ALBANY N.Y. 
Donor, A. H. J. Bastick. 

102. 1948. Wall clock by Gadsby of Leicester 1815-1826. 
D 15". 8-day. 
Plain mahogany case. Circular white enamelled dial, Roman numerals. 

Gadsby 
LEICESTER (Gothic) 

Purchased at Medbourne. 
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I07. 1948. Bracket clock by Christopher Carter of Galby c. 1700. 
H 15". Brass movement, recoil escapement. Restored. Hand lost. 

Renewed : frets, pendulum, weights, doors. 
Dial: brass, engraved with vase and two large flowers. Above, 

Chris Carter 
in Galby 

Roman numerals separated by simple fleurs-de-lys and small 
engraved spandrels. 

By exchange, from the Rector of Glooston. 

36. 1949. Bracket clock by Thomas Milles of London 1648-1660. 
H 18½". 30-hour. Three train brass movement. Recoil escapement. 

Two hands, striking mechanism. There is evidence that it 
has been converted from its original balance-wheel escapement to 
the newly-invented pendulum movement soon after 1660. 

Brass frets. Across the front one 
Thomas Milles in Shoe Lane Landini Fecit 

Dial: brass, engraved with flowers and leaves. . Applied brass chapter 
ring with Roman numerals separated by small flowers and minute 
marks with Arabic numerals. 

Purchased. 

97. 1950. Table clock by Webster of London c. 1790. 

98. 1950. 

223. 1950. 

248. 1950. 

H 14¾". 8-day. 
Case : Mahogany, arched dial, plain. Brass feet. 
Dial : painted. In arch strike-silent dial and in centre 

WEBSTER 
Cornhill 
LONDON 

Roman numerals. 
Back plate engraved with border and "Webster London". 
Purchased. 

Table clock by Thomas Haly of London c. 1760. 
H 22". 8-day. 
Case: ebonised, with gilt pineapple finials, gilt swags on bevelled 

edges, topped by busts. Brass feet and handle. 
Dial: brass, arched. In arch applied silvered strike-silent dial. Main 

dial has matted centre and in two silvered roundels 
Thos Haly 

below which a panel with incurved sides and inscription 
LONDON 

Square calendar hole with silvered dial at base. Roman numerals, 
minute divisions and Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: widely spaced arabesques. 
Purchased. 

Bracket clock by Roger Lee of Leicester c. 1695. 
H 13". Brass movement, verge escapement. One fret original (?) 

and hand probably restored. 
Dial: brass, engraved centre, silvered chapter ring with Roman 

numerals and + between hour indications. Engraved between 
VII and V 

Roger Lee Leicester 
Spandrels: Amorini with crown. 
Purchased. 

Bracket clock by William Lee of Leicester c. 1720. 
Brass movement, verge escapement. Hand lost. Dolphin feet. 

Doors and back renewed. 
Dial: brass, with applied chapter ring. 

Centre engraved with foliage, and below centre, in rectangle 
WM LEE 
LEICESTER 

Roman numerals separated by lozenges. 
By exchange with Sussex Archreological Society. 
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OS. I. 1951. Wall clock by William or John Bradshaw of Coventry c. 1780-1790. 
H 41". 30-hour. 
Case: lacquered black; on door panel with Chinese scene of two men 

conversing. Above door 
Bradshaw 
COVENTRY 

Dial : round, gilt. Floral spray either side of centre. Roman numerals 
separated by fancy fleurs-de-lys, minutes marked . by dots and 
Arabic numerals. · 

III. DIALS 
A. Brass Dials 

19. 1948/1. By George Green of Leicester c. 1750. 
II" X II". 
Matted centre engraved with two birds bearing sprigs of flowers, 

across it on a silvered arc 
GEO: GREEN LEICESTER 

Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 
fleurs-de-lys and quarter markings and outer band of minutes with 
Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: cherubs' heads and arabesque. 
Purchased. 

19. 1948/2. By David Hatfield of Market Bosworth c. 1750-70. 
1011 X 1011 • 

Centre matted with engraved bird and olive branch. At top is arc
shaped brass plate engraved 

David Hatfield 
BOSWORTH 

Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 
fleurs-de-lys and quarter markings and outer band of minutes with 
Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: vase and arabesque. 
Purchased. 

53. 1949. By Everard Billington of Market Harborough c. 1760. 
II" x II". Centre engraved with arabesque design, round calendar 

hole, dial lost. 
Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 

fleurs-de-lys and quarter markings. Between VII and V 
Everard Billington 
HAR BOROUGH 

Spandrels: arabesque with palmette in right angle. 
Purchased. 

54. 1949. By Richard Boyfield of Great Dalby c. 1760. 

58. 1949. 

IO" X IO". 
Centre engraved 

Richd Boyfield 
GREAT DALBY 

below: semicircular calendar dial. Applied silvered chapter ring 
with Roman numerals separated by fleurs-de-lys and quarter 
markings. 

Spandrels: two cherubs supporting crown and arabesque. 
Purchased. 

By Francis Corrall of Lutterworth c. 1750. 
10" x 10". Centre matted, with two engraved birds bearing sprays of 

flowers. 
Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 

fleurs-de-lys and quarter markings. Between VII and V 
Fras Corrall Lutterworth 

Spandrels: bust of cherub, winged, and arabesque. One lost. 
Purchased. 
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OS. 2. 1951. By David Hatfield of Market Bosworth c. 1750-70. 
II" x II". Centre engraved with tendrils springing from basket of 

flowers below semicircular calendar dial (silvered). In upper part: 
Davd Hatfield 
BOSWORTH 

Applied silvered chapter ring with Roman numerals separated by 
fleurs-de-lys and quarter markings and outer band of minutes 
with Arabic numerals. 

Spandrels: central head with scallop at back, arabesque. 
Purchased. 

OS. 3. 1951. By Thomas Corrall of Lutterworth c. 1750. 

OS. 4. 1951. 

11" x 11". Centre engraved with floral spray and 
Thomas Corrall 
LUTTERWORTH 

Engraved Roman numerals separated by flowers and quarter 
markings, and outer minute band which executes a semicircle 
between each Arabic numeral. 

Spandrels: engraved fruit and arabesque. 
Purchased. 

By Roger Lee of Leicester c. 1715. 
12" x 12". Matted centre has engraved basket of fruit and eight birds, 

two bearing leaves. Above centre a silvered seconds dial with 
Arabic numerals and below the basket a rectangular hole for 
calendar, with silvered dial. Applied silvered chapter ring with 
Roman numerals separated by fancy fleurs-de-lys and quarters, 
and outer minute band with Arabic numerals. 
Inscribed between VII and V 

Roger Lee 
and in the corresponding space in the outer band 

LEI CESTER 
Spandrels: long-haired heads, with palmette behind. 
Purchased. 

B. Painted Dials 

20. 1947/9. Wood. 10½" x 11". Square, with red painted wreath, Roman and 
Arabic numerals and sprays in spandrels. With boxwood cog. 

Foreign, German. 
Donor, Mrs. A. V. Clarke. 

103. 1948. By John Spittle of Wymeswold c. 1820. 

108. 1948. 

17" x 12". Arched top with roses, cornflowers, etc. 
Jno Spittle 
WYMESWOULD (Gothic) 

Roman numerals. 
Spandrels: floral motif. 
Much worn. 
Purchased. 

By Joseph Glover of Leicester c. 1810. 
12" x 12". Centre: two roses and small flowers, below hands, calendar 

dial, semicircular, with Arabic numerals and 
Josh Glover 
LEICESTER 

Roman numerals and Arabic numerals for minutes, the intervals 
indicated by dots. 

Spandrels: five-petalled flowers. 
Purchased. 
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55. 1949. By Thomas Gadsby of Leicester c. 1815-26. 
I2" X I2". 
Above hands 

J Gadsby 
LEICESTER 

Semicircular calendar dial below. Arabic numerals with 15, 30, 
45, 60 minutes shown. Roses in spandrels with gilt filling to 
the angles. 

Purchased. 

56. 1949. By Thomas Barnes of Leicester c. 1815. 
I2" X 12". 
Above hands, bird in colours, looking back to right. Below, semi

circular calendar dial with Arabic numerals and 
Thos Barnes 
LEICESTER (Gothic) 

Arabic numerals with minutes on outer band, 15, 30, 45, 60 
shown, the remaining 5s by*. 

Spandrels: pink rose and other flowers, and gilt arc adjoining dial. 
Donor, F. G. Ellingworth. 

57. 1949. By Thomas Corrall of Lutterworth c. 1790. 
Centre: a flower. Semicircular hole of calendar dial, now lost. 

T. Corrall 
LUTTERWORTH 

Roman numerals and minutes in Arabic numerals, the intervals 
indicated by dots. 

Spandrels: purplish flowers. 
Donor, F. G. Ellingworth. 

IV. CHURCH CLOCKS 

41. 1924. Turret clock 
H 20" x 10" x 17", excluding rollers. 
Frame, dial and weights restored. 24-hour dial. 
Brass cogs, one of which is mounted on original iron centre. A 

smailer hammer has been attached to strike a small modern bell. 
The original hammer is included. , 

From Aylestone church. Early eighteenth century. 
Donors, John Faire, Samuel Russell and Hardy Parsons. 

40. 1928. Two clock weights 
H 9" and s½". 
Stone, with iron rings. 
Said to be from the above clock. 
Donor, Miss Lucy Hebb of Aylestone. 

94. 1949. Turret clock 
H 10'' X 26" X 12". 
Cast-iron, very incomplete. Brass cogs. 
Brass plate 

Whitehurst 
Derby 
1779 

The remainder of this clock is still in place (1951). 
In the stable yard at Staunton Harold. 

Purchased. 

Turret clock 
H 25" x 10" x 17", excluding rollers. 
Wrought-iron, with brass cogs, anchor escapement. 
No dial. 
Mounted on original oak frame c. 1690. 
Lent by the Vicar and Churchwardens of Kirby Muxloe, 
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Turret clock 
H 24" x 33" x 16". Date 1779. 
Wrought-iron, with brass cogs. Anchor escapement. 
Brass plate : 

Cross & Son Kettering Fecit 
Geo. Dixon Church Warden 

Lent by the Rector and Churchwardens of St. Michael's, Hallaton. 

V. WATCHES BY LEICESTERSHIRE MAKERS 

29. 19IO. Verge Movement. 
By Roger Lee of Leicester c. 1700-17IO. 
Back inscribed 

Dial and case lost. 

Roger Lee 
LEICESTER 

Donor, Evan Roberts. 

91. 1914. Verge Movement no. 2329. 
By Thomas Lee of Leicester c. 1770. 
Inner case gilt, outer shagreen and pinchbeck. 
Roman numerals and Arabic minutes. 
Back inscribed 

Tho Lee 
LEICESTER 

Purchased. 

33. 1917. Verge Movement no. 791. 
By Richard Donisthorpe of Loughborough c. 1790. 
Back inscribed 

Rd Donisthrope (sic) 
LOUGHBOROUGH 

Case and hands lost. 
Donors, The Victoria and Albert Museum, from the Evans Roberts 

Collection. 

114. 1930. Verge Movement. 
By William Lee of Leicester c. 1730. 
Roman numerals, minutes in Arabic numerals. 
Case and hands lost. 
Back engraved 

WILLM LEE 
LEICESTER 

Donor, Francis Buckley. 

76. 1932. English Lever Movement no. 89233. 
By William Gray of Leicester c. 1865. 
Back part of mechanism only. 
Back inscribed 

Willm Gray 
Market Place 
Leicester 

Donor, J. Winterhalder. 

78. 1932. Verge Movement no. 2309. 
By Humphrey Wainwright of Bunny, Notts. 
Silver case with hallmark London 1757. 
Back inscribed 

Wainwright 
Bunny 

Donor, A. M. Sharman. 
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22. 1947. Verge Movement no. 176. 
By John Peberdy of Leicester c. 1800. 
Silver case hallmarked 1806. 
Roman numerals. 
Case contains contemporary watch paper by Smith of Melton Mowbray 

and another c. 1820 by J. Rowland, Gallowtree Gate, Leicester. 
Purchased. 

74. 1949. Verge Movement no. 52074. 
By S. Smith of Melton Mowbray. 
Silver case with hallmark London 1866. 
Back inscribed 

S Smith 
Melton Mowbray (Gothic) 

Donor, Oliver Bentley. 

75. 1949. Verge Movement no. 303. 
By William Bird of Seagrave, Leics., c. 1760. 
Silver case hallmarked London 1765. 
Roman numerals ,and Arabic minutes. 
On dial 

BIRD 
SEAGRAVE 

On back 
Glass and hands lost. 

Wm Bird 
Seagrave 

Watch paper of C. Tustin, II6 Belgrave Gate, Leicester. 
Donor, Oliver Bentley. 

OS. 5. 1951 Verge Movement no. 501. 
By Henry Spittle of Hathern, Leics. 
Silver case hallmarked London 1798. 
Arabic numerals. 
Back inscribed 

Henry Spittle 
Hatharn 

Watch plate with embroidered design and "Ever love me G J P". 

OS. 6. 1951. Verge Movement no. 175. 
By J. Deacon of Leicester. 
Silver case hallmarked London 1795. 
Arabic numerals. 
Back inscribed 

J. Deacon 
LEICESTER 

Watch paper of William Gray, Cheapside, Leicester. 

VI. MISCELLANEA 

1531. 1885. Portable wooden sundial 
5½" X 5½" X 6". 
Oak, with five painted sides, the sixth having a short round peg. On 

each side a segment with hour markings. 
Three of the five gnomons are lost. 
Inscribed 

Samuell Heyricke Fecit 1687 
From Leicestershire. 
Donor, Dr. J. Hunt. 

41. 1918/1 and 2. Auctioneer's hour-glasses 
1 . H 8". Four turned mahogany spindles, waist of glass reinforced. 

Flat ends. 
2. H 6½". Three turned spindles, ebonised, feet top and bottom, 

one of cork. 
Donor~, Messrs. Ingram & Berridge, Auctioneers, Leicester. 
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47. 1949. Marine chronometer 
Brass. H 2i" D 4½". 

48. 1949. 

49. 1949. 

Case, with mechanism unfinished. There is no dial. 
Inscribed "Loseby. London". 
c. 1850. 
Donor, Mrs. A. Higgs. 

Two copper blocks 
From the Loseby family business in London. 
1. A. Loseby & Co. 

Agents and Manufacturers, 
12A Wood, Street, Cheapside, 

London, E.C. 
2. A. Loseby & Co., 

Merchants, 
124 Wood Street, 

London, E.C. 
Donor, Mrs. A. Higgs. 

Three clockmaker's tools 
St-eel. Screw-plate, hand vice, round-nosed pliers. 
Used by E.T. Loseby while working in Leicester 1853-1890. 
Donor, Mrs. A. Higgs. 

OS. 276/1951. Watch papers 
J. W. Avins, Hinckley. 
Sam. Deacon, Barton. 
W. Gray, Market Place, Leicester, 26 Sept. 1863. 
Gray & Co., Market Place, Leicester, 14 Oct. 1870. 
Wm. Hood, Hinckley, 1858? 
T. Lucas, High St., Quorndon. 
Isaac Wilkinson, High St., Leicester, March 1850 and 1853. 
Wood, Mountsorrel. 
J. Woodroffe, Swan St., Loughborough, 2 Oct. 1867. 

May 1871. 
A view of Lambeth palace, coloured. 


